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How prepared are we as a nation to defend ourselves and survive?  During the cold 
war my brother insisted that we build a bunker and stock it with provisions in order 
to ride out the nuclear winter that would follow should a third world war happen.  
Are we a long way away from that scenario? Could we even manage to survive the 
destruction that is currently metered out to Gaza and the Ukraine?  

Professor Geoff Till returns a year after his very successful talk on the Ukraine/Russia 
Conflict to take us through the current state of the wars in Ukraine and Gaza.  Tickets 
are available on Eventbrite or from myself.  

Proceeds from the event go to the repair of the Church clock and the Red Cross.

Patricia Kennedy 845397 pat@visa-office.com

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS - A PIVOT POINT
Writing as I am in the middle of January, the outline of the trees appears stark against the 
skyline except for some very tall conifers and clumps of ivy, which are still green.

I remember hearing a story about three trees in a forest. On discovering that they were to 
be chopped down, they started discussing what they would like to become. The first thought 
that something useful like a feeding trough would be just the thing. The second hoped to be 
made into a marvellous ship that could carry precious cargo far across the oceans. The third 
thought hard and then said, “Actually I quite like standing here — people always know where 
they are when they pass me. Perhaps I should become a signpost so that when people are lost 
they will know which way to go.” Soon the woodcutters arrived and started cutting down the 
trees, but they were not sad because each found itself used in the way it hoped. An innkeeper 
from Bethlehem bought the feeding trough and one dark night it was used as a cradle for the 
newborn Jesus. The marvellous ship turned out to be merely a small fishing boat on the Sea of 
Galilee, but it was able to boast of a truly precious cargo when from it the adult Jesus preached 
his Good News. The third tree was rather puzzled at first when, rather than being made into a 
signpost, it was fashioned into a cross for a gruesome execution; yet everything became clear 
when Jesus was crucified there.

The beginning of February sees what is really the end of our Christmas celebrations. The 
Feast of Candlemas on 2nd February, rather like the story of the three trees, allows us one 
last glance back at the manger in Bethlehem before turning our attention firmly towards 
the teaching of the adult Jesus and ultimately towards the cross, where our journey finds 
its fulfilment.  I am thrilled to be joining you as your new Rector and walking with you as we 
make this journey, bidding the manger farewell, and travelling with Jesus towards the cross.

Over the next weeks and months there are going to be many opportunities for us to get to 
know each other and for us to be sharing of own insights on the journey ahead. Feel free 
to contact me should you wish me to visit.
Graham Southgate (Rector from 25th January )

3 Sat Underwoods Fish and Chips van 4.30-6pm
5 Mon Green recycling
7 Wed Blue bin and black box recycling
9 Fri  Ben Goldsmith talk on rewilding 6.30pm
14 Wed Household waste collection
15 Thu Pantomime in the Hall 7.30pm
16 Fri Pantomime in the Hall 7.30pm
17 Sat Pantomime in the Hall 2.30 and 7.30pm
  Underwoods Fish and Chips van 4.30-6pm
18 Sun Communion Service with Rev Graham
  Southgate All Saint’s Church 10am
  Swap shop in the Hall from 10am
19 Mon Green recycling
20 Tues Deadline for copy to pat@visa-office.com
21 Wed Blue bin and black box recycling
28 Wed Household waste collection
March
1 Fri Prof Till talk on Ukraine and Gaza wars

Cover photo - Alex Channer



Regular events

 Monday     9.30  - 10.30  Pilates
    10.45 - 11.30 Chair Pilates       
    17.00 - 18.00  Doctor’s Surgery
 Tuesday  9.30 - 10.30   Bradley Babies
    13.00 - 15.00  Post Office Service 
 Wednesday   10.00am-11.15am Silver Sneakers

Music and Movement with Dawn - coffee and tea after
    18.15 - 19.15  Yoga Flow
 Thursday  9.30 - 10.30  Pilates    
 Friday   10.00 - 12.00  Coffee Morning  

alternate Saturdays 16.30 - 17.30 Fish & Chip Van 
Book library available during hall opening Friday mornings

01985 845303 leave message
www.maidenbradleyhall.co.uk
maidenbradleyhall@gmail.com

Maiden Bradley 
Memorial Hall

Pantomime Rehearsals every Thursday evening 
6.30-8pm & Friday evening 7-9pm 

Saturday 3rd February – Underwoods Fish & Chip Van 4.30pm-6pm
Friday 9th February – Talk with Ben Goldsmith – A Wilder Future 6.30pm

Saturday 17th February – Underwoods Fish & Chip Van 4.30pm-6.00pm

Goldilocks the Three Bears and the BIG BAD WOLF
Thursday 15th February 7.30pm

Friday 16th February 7.30pm 
Saturday 17th February 2.30pm Matinee and 7.30pm
(doors open 30 minutes before performance starts)

Tickets available from Eventbrite or Carol Kenzie 01985 844745
Sunday 18th February – Swap Shop from 10am

Friday 1st March – Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start 
Professor Geoff Till returns to the Hall to give another fascinating talk about 

current world conflict. Israel/Gaza and Ukraine
Tickets from Eventbrite or Pat Kennedy 01985 845397



Please join us at the Village Hall 
on Sunday 18th February at 1pm -4pm

Donations of good condition toys, books, clothes, household 
and garden items welcomed from 10am and exchanged for 
tokens to be used in the afternoon at the swap while finding all 

your wonderful wanted items. 

Un-swapped items will go to charity shops unless reclaimed on 
the day.

Refreshments and cake available in the afternoon, all money 
raised will go to the village hall please bring your own bags.

If you would like to help on the day with set up, pack down, or-
ganising items or baking cakes to donate please contact me, 

Maria Langford on 
murtleertle@yahoo.com

A Wilder Future
a talk by Ben Goldsmith

February 9th 2024         6:30pm
Maiden Bradley Memorial Hall

Tickets £15 
bookable via Eventbrite – search for ‘Goldsmith Maiden Bradley’  

Raising funds for the repair and maintenance of our lovely church 
Refreshments available

SOLD 

OUT

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial planning services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Investments
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from
specialist providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the
charges. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your needs call us or pop in
Perry Farm Offices, Maiden Bradley, Warminster, BA12 7JD
Tel: 01985 845116

S J Weeks & R L Maddocks is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). And an
introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.



Not all veterinary practices are the same

We are available to care for your pets, horses and animals 24/7

If your pet is overnight with us, they are never left alone

Garston vets - a truly independent approach  
to animal care for over 100 years.

www.garstonvets.co.uk

Frome  
01373 452225

Trowbridge  
01225 754021

Melksham  
01225 617779

Warminster  
01985 213350

Westbury  
01373 301448

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tailored Lettings &  
 Property Management 

 Residential Sales 
 Mere - 01747 356176 

Maiden Bradley - 01985 844972 
Anne Freeman 

Local, Reputable, Honest & Approachable 
Free No Obligation Valuations 

amuletresidential@gmail.com 
Find us on Facebook 

www.onthemarket.com 

  

Introducing the new manager of 
The Bradley Hare

I have a Swedish name, a Dutch grandfather and I live in Wiltshire. My career in 
hospitality started as a safari guide in Southern Africa. My days would be spent 
introducing people to the sights, smells and sounds of Africa and her fauna and 
flora.

I then completed an Honours Degree in International Hospitality Management at 
the Swiss Hotel Management School in Switzerland. 

After my degree, I joined Singita in the Serengeti, Tanzania. Singita is set on the 
great plains of the Serengeti in the perfect location to witness the Great Wilde-
beest migration. Singita operates high end luxury hotels across Africa and is ded-
icated to environmentally conscious hospitality, sustainable conservation and the 
empowerment of local communities.

More recently my adventures 
have taken me to England where 
I assisted with the opening of The 
Parade Cinema in Marlborough, a 
boutique cinema and restaurant.

The Bradley Hare aligns well with 
my desire to manage a luxury 
hospitality product in the English 
countryside. In the same way that 
I introduced tourists to the sights, 
smells and sounds of Africa I would 
like to curate experiences; tastes, 
smells, sounds and sights that are 
authentically English. The Bradley 
Hare is a great canvas to further 
develop these experiences.

I look forward to meeting more 
residents of the village for a glass 
of wine and a chat.

Bjorn Annegarn



A note from the Treasurer 
In 2020, our total annual income from regular advertisers / 

sponsors was £1710 
This year, it is only £780

In 2020, the cost of printing an average 
(24pp x 200 copies x12) Monthly News was £2268

It is now £2580

Our fundraising has been invaluable -
and thanks to the generosity of our readers 

we have managed to keep the News free to you all
 as well as it being available to all online

However, as you can see, this is not sustainable

So - we are appealing for more regular advertisers or sponsors 
to support us and to ensure the continuation of the News 

as a free publication

If you would like to advertise or become a regular sponsor, 
please contact Pat 

Or if you would like to donate, our bank details are as follows:

Maiden Bradley News
TSB  30-93-40

00128837

Advertising rates per insertion:
£30 full page, £15 half, £7.50 quarter page

The Bradley pantry 
opening times

• Monday 0800 – 1800
• Tuesday 0800 – 1800
• Wednesday 0800 – 1800
• Thursday  0800 – 1800
• Friday    0800 – 1800
• Saturday 0800 - 1800
• Sunday 1000 - 1600



Your ‘New’ 
New-Year Approach - 

by Strength For Endurance

People often ask us if the New Year is a busy 
time work wise, what with everyone setting 
New Year's resolutions and the promise to  'get 
back on track' with their health and fitness. But 
quite honestly for us it doesn’t work like this. 

What often comes with these 'post-christ-
mas weight loss plans' and gym membership 
promotions is an unsustainable and unre-
alistic approach to exercise and nutrition. 
The clever marketing strategies are targeted 
towards making you feel guilty about last 
year's habits and often promise results that 
are just too good to be true. 

At SFE we aren't going to make any unrealistic 
guarantees. If you’ve been struggling with an 
injury for over 3 months or have had a break from exercise over the past year, neither are 
going to be resolved with miraculous results in two weeks, the body just doesn’t work that 
way. 

Instead it’s going to take a conscious investment from you.

We pride ourselves on building stronger and smarter individuals, long term. Showing 
clients how they can read and understand their bodies better so that they get to a place 
where they don’t need our support every time. It enables you to start to recognise the 
niggles and warning signs yourself and have the knowledge and tools to know what to 
do about it.

Often the issue with these ’New Year’ health kicks is that they simply aren’t sustainable, 
they don’t fit into your lifestyle and they aren’t enjoyable. 

So what should your 'New Year’ approach be?

Find your reason ‘why’ - Your reason for making a change needs to be big enough if you’re 
going to stick with it. Do you want to lose weight or solve your back pain so you can play 
with your children or grandchildren without pain? Do you want to get over injury because 
you’ve got a hiking holiday or race planned later in the year?

Understand where you’re starting from - When we’re young we can get away with a lot. 
But unfortunately as we get older (above the age of 30!) there are too many physiological 
changes that happen within the body to assume that we can do what we did when we 
were 20. But don’t beat yourself up about it, you simply need to re-establish your starting 
point.

Get yourself an M.O.T - This is essential if you want to achieve some serious results. Testing 
your current individual strengths and weaknesses is the fundamental first step before em-
barking on any program. If you’re not testing, how do you know what your weaknesses are 
and how are you going to ensure you’re following the right plan for you?

Find a mix between education and entertainment - When it comes to training enjoyment is 
key, otherwise motivation is going to wane and chances are you’ll throw in the towel. But 
equally if you have serious goals your training methods need to enrich your knowledge in 
order to be effective and bring long lasting results.

Our gift to you this New Year

We’re giving away 3 complimentary training sessions to members of the local community 

Curious to find out what we do? Want to reset your training goals for the New Year? Fancy 
a fresh new approach to your training? Get in touch

Send us an email at hello@strengthforendurance.com 
or contact Kriss on 07572 125712 

Computing@home

Contact Nigel on:  
www.computing-at-home.co.uk 

01985 844637

Computer support and training run  
specifically for home users.  

Available remotely or in person Ideal for 
anyone without IT experts easily on hand.

IT terrified to advanced - silver surfers 
a specialty.



Link Number 11 - Alex Channer
How long have you lived Maiden Bradley?
Since September 1, 2017
What is the furthest you have travelled in your life and why?
To Colombia. My dad and mum were posted there, so we lived there when I was 
a teenager.
Tell us something of your work past and/or present
I started out in politics, and now work as a consultant in business and human 
rights. I also translate from Albanian to English.
Tell us something about your leisure activities
I love walking and running, and there aren’t many footpaths in this area that I 
haven’t explored.
What is your earliest memory?
Waking up in hospital with an oxygen mask on my face. I was about five years old, 
and we were living in an army quarter in Edinburgh. The chimney wasn’t safe, so 
we all got carbon monoxide poisoning one winter. My dad came home at the end 
of the day, realised we didn’t all just have a bug, and rushed us children and my 
mum off to hospital. They insisted on keeping my dad in too overnight, and accord-
ing to family legend, he in turn insisted on smoking his pipe in bed – it wouldn’t 
happen today!
Tell us about an animal that means/meant a lot to you.
Fred. He’s my mum’s rescue dog, and a rascal, but my faithful friend in many walk-
ing adventures. 
What is your favourite film/tv series?
I’m a sucker for TV series like Merlin, or Uhtred. 
Do you have a family member with a story that is unusual?
My surname is De Renzy Channer, and the De Renzy family claim descent from 
George Castriota, also known as Skanderbeg. He was the national hero of Alba-
nia in the 15th century, and in most pictures, he has a fine horse, and very sharp 
sword!
What are you most proud of in your life?
I worked for William Hague when he was leader of the opposition and coordinated 
his activities on the ground during the general election of 1997. We lost, of course! 
But it was incredibly exciting, and he was an inspiring and very funny boss.

Tell us a bit about how you feel about the future.
Hmm, worried about whether the spring bulbs will have survived all that rain we 
had!

Tell us something that you think will 
surprise most readers?
I translate plays and film scripts from Alba-
nian to English. I lived in Kosovo for some 
time, doing  the research for my PhD. The 
majority of the population there speak Al-
banian, so I learnt it. 
What is your favourite way to entertain 
yourself?
I love reading books!
Tell us some things that you like/dislike 
about the village/area
I love the chalk downlands, and the forest. 
I don’t like the HGVs on our road and I’m 
looking forward to the day when Wiltshire 
Council implements the weight limit.
What is your favourite season?
I love them all, but spring is the best.
Tell us about a crisis in your life.
My dad got dementia and it was a very hard 
way to lose him. 
What is your favourite food?
Peas. I could survive on peas alone.

Tell us about a highlight in your life
Two years ago, I met the prime minister and the speaker of Kosovo. When I lived in 
Kosovo, I supported a nonviolent movement that was organising protests for Koso-
vo’s independence from Serbia. It was a very small group back then, and there 
were many challenging moments, but the movement became a political party, and 
two years ago, they won a landslide election victory. So, my friends and colleagues 
are now putting all their ideas into practice as the government of Kosovo.
What is the best book you have read and why did you like it?
That’s a tricky question. It’s easier to tell you about the books that I love the most, 
and always re-read every few years. It’s a set of novels about silver brumby wild 
horses in Australia, written by Elyne Mitchell. I read them as a young girl, and they 
opened up a world of delight in wild places for me. I think it’s always good to re-
turn to what gave you joy as a child.
Tell us a joke!
Come and watch the panto!!



Advertise here 
from £7.50 PER 

MONTH

£15 half page

£30 FULL page

Free artwork if 
required



Additional drivers are needed 
to join the LINK team

To find out more call our co-ordinator 
on 01747 860096.

Mere and District Link Scheme
www.merelink.org.uk

Mere and District Link Scheme 
01747 860867 
07795606426 
Link phone 01747 860096
www.merelink.org.uk

Link Chair

Happy New Year

As usual December was a quieter month with 75 trips but looking at the figures for 
2023 it was a busy year.  In 2023 we took 236 people (225 in 2022) from Mere and 
surrounding villages on 1,094 trips (975 in 2022) covering a total of 46,121 miles 
(36,761 in 2022) and spent 4,057 hours (3,541 in 2022) of our own time.  A big 
thank you to all for this phenomenal service to the local community.

We have received information on a project that may interest your passengers or 
even yourselves.  There is a grant scheme to help people replace their broken 
boiler.  

We have received a donation of £900 from the proceeds of the 2023 Mere Literary 
Festival.  The MLF has been a major contributor to our funds for the last 25 years 
but the organiser has decided to stand down after the 2024 Festival.  If you know 
of anyone who may be willing to take over please let me know.

All the best

 

The Future

The deciding meeting took 
place on the 12th December as 
planned, following our writeup 
and request for new members 
in the November parish Maga-
zine, which was very successful 
with two new members com-
ing forward. Firstly it is a great 
pleasure to welcome our two 
new members Eleneor and 
Adrian to the team, Welcome.

This brings the CSW complement up to 
10 active members, thus enabling CSW 

to operate successfully within the five approved areas as agreed with Wiltshire Police. 
Both the new members will be going through the CSW/Wiltshire Police approval system 
as a matter of formality, then into action. Further, depending on location of operation you 
may at times see only two operatives at a particular location, not short-handed, rather the 
traffic flow is such that the 2 operatives can handle the volume. We plan to have an aver-
age of two teams operating every fortnight in line with the availability of the Speed/Radar 
gun. (It's only available to us every fortnight.)  Well there it is CSW is back and possibly 
better than before ready to start Work as planned on 5th February 2024.

We do it for  Maiden Bradley Village and Community?  NOT because we are fanatical about 
collecting speeding vehicle registration numbers Hmmmmm well!

A question often asked of us is, Quote, Of course my registration No. is not noted is it?

Well what can a red blooded CSW operator say, Other than……….. I will check the list!
Perhaps a hint of Dad’s Army hidden in here somewhere

Simon Wager 
Community Speed Watch Co-ordinator. 
Chairman Maiden Bradley Parish Council
Telephone No 01985 844848

Community Speed Watch Volunteers keeping the 
village safe and aware of our activities.




