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time to enjoy our surroundingstime to enjoy our surroundings



Useful Telephone Numbers
Speed Watch Co-ordinator                       Simon Wager  simon.m.wager@gmail.com
Community Garden                             01985 844917
Book Club                        Jessica Johnson        01985 844174
Pilates                              01985 511693
Cookery Demonstrati ons                        Rosie Brown             01985 844236
Luncheon Club                             01985 844779
Welcome Club Outi ngs                            01985 844779
Scrabble Club                             01985 844919
Memorial Hall bookings                            01985 845303
Dr Andrew Murrison MP                                                           01225 358584  
                                                                                                                murrisona@parliament.uk
Mere Link Scheme                                                                              01747 860096 
Rev. Carol Wilson-Barker                                                                   01747 861859

The shop is open in the Village Hall on Mon, Wed and Fridays 9-11.30am
The post offi  ce is open in the Village Hall on Tuesdays 1-3pm

Bell Ringing Tuesday 7 pm in the Bell Tower at the Church, beginners welcome 844475 - 
Coff ee Mornings every Friday in the Hall 10 am ti ll 12 noon

Maiden Bradley Parish News – contributi ons are preferred in editable text format.
Email pat@visa-offi  ce.com 

 Magazine available online at www.maidenbradleyvillage.org.uk
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Welcome Club Outi ngs                            01985 844779
Scrabble Club                             01985 844919
Memorial Hall bookings                            01985 845303
Dr Andrew Murrison MP                                                           01225 358584  
                                                                                                                murrisona@parliament.uk
Mere Link Scheme                                                                              01747 860096 
Rev. Carol Wilson-Barker                                                                   01747 861859

May Diary

4 Mon Green bin collecti on
6 Wed Recycling collecti on
11 Mon  Household waste collecti on
18 Mon Green bin collecti on
20 Wed Recycling collecti on
25 Mon  Household waste collecti on





Editorial
The days of constant sunshine are with us at present and it is some consolation 
for having to STAY HOME.  Our garden has never been so much under control 
at this time of year and all those jobs that I have never had time for are all get-
ting done.  My next big project is some decorating, if I can obtain the materials.  
Overall, in these difficult times, we consider ourselves to be extremely fortunate 
to live in this relatively remote village with the support of so many volunteers 
shopping and helping others and with a very cheerful band managing the village 
shop three times a week.  Life is not as we knew it and for many, will never be 
the same again having lost loved ones to Covid 19.  Our part of the country is the 
least affected by those having to go to hospital to be treated and nationwide at 
present, the ‘curve’ is definitely being flattened.  I do not see a return to normality 
very soon and so the News will continue to be posted online only for May and 
possibly June.  Delivering magazines is not on the Government’s priority list of 
essential activities and sadly, we have no events to publish.

At a bell ringing fundraiser last year, I picked up the last prize in the raffle 
which clearly, no one else wanted and it has been on my shelf, unread since 
then; but today I thought about the book and found the following:

Fresh Air

The finest tonic in the world
The cheapest and the best
Put the pills and drugs aside

And put this to the test.
Take a walk and fill your lungs
With air that’s fresh and clean.

Even in a city, you can find a patch of green.

When you feel run down
And out of tune with everyone

Get out in the open
In the rain or in the sun.

Breathe the air that blows from above
Deeply, thankfully.

It is nature’s medicine
It’s wonderful, it’s free

Patience Strong



In all this lovely weather and unexpected time flexibility we have probably 
all been doing a lot of gardening.
I have left a patch of ‘lawn’ as discussed in last month’s piece but here is a 
recycling idea with an important thought from Sustainable Warminster.

“A heartfelt plea to anyone with a garden! Many of us suddenly have lots 
more time to spend in the garden - please resist the temptation to over-tidy 
the garden!!
Nature is messy....In the UK we have lost 40% of our wildlife since 1970, but 
your garden could help reverse this extinction trend.

Sustainable Warminster are promoting the Blue Campaign 
to encourage urban rewilding:



WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Leave leaflitter piles to give hedgehogs somewhere to sleep.
• Avoid using pesticides, this can severely damage both plants and animals.
• Give wildflowers and weeds space to benefit pollinators.
•Leave a small section of your garden unmown. The extra plant growth will 
encourage ground dwelling insects that will eat pests and bring in other an-
imals.

•PUT UP A BLUE HEART to show your support for us and wildlife!
Make your own blue heart out of recycled materials.

Sustainable Warminster have been busy making Blue Hearts from all sorts 
of things to give away. If you would like one, message us on our facebook 
page or to secretary@sustainablewarminster.co.uk and we will arrange a 

contact-free exchange.
Happy isolating! 

Kate Moore
katemoore@silkmillstudios.co.uk or 844305



Village Hall Lottery

March

1st   Philippa Haig                   £25.50                 2nd    Vicky Olding                           £12.70

3rd   Dave Dewings                £7.70                 4th     Pete Dean                                £5.00

April

1st     Elaine Lavender            £25.50                2nd     Jim Boulter                          £12.70

3rd    S. Morris                          £7.70                 4th     Marion Bain                           £5.00

A Memorial Hall Thank You

To all those contributors to the Hall Lottery, a very big thank you for helping 
maintain this vital social hub. Over this year alone £600+ has gone to you in 
prizes and £600+ to the maintenance of the Hall.     

   

If you would like to help support your Village Hall, please get in contact  
with John Priestner on 844244 who has some spare numbers. Only 50p per 
number per month, you can have more than one number. Half the draw’s 
income goes to the Village Hall and half goes in prizes.

Memorial Hall Update

The following photographs show the impressive preparation 
work for the next major maintenence job -  

replastering of the ceiling. 

 Work will start on Monday April 27th.

The shop will be open as usual,  
please access from the rear  





SPLENDID ISOLATION.....
Reconnecting with our surroundings by Elaine Lavender

I know that I am not alone in enjoying certain aspects of this enforced isolation.  
Like many, I am furloughed from work with little prospect of seeing a return 
any time soon. Heritage railways are hardly going to be a priority for opening 
up again! So I have plenty of time on my hands and a new dog, Georgia. Like 
our lovely old Matthew, Georgia is a cavalier with all the endearing traits they 
possess. However, unlike Matthew she is young, healthy, energetic and loves 
her walks. Having spent the first two and a half years of her life indoors with 14 
other cavvies I think she is making up for lost time!
So - the result of this is that I have been having a really good explore of all our local 
footpaths. So far I have discovered about half a dozen very different circuits:  here 
is my favorite so far, an extension of The Milennium Walk
It is about 3 and a half miles in length (around 9500 steps for all you counters) 
through fields and woodland. I am giving details below so you can explore it 
yourself - or just look at the photos and enjoy it from the armchair!

With thanks to Peter Russell, map and details of the Milennium Walk code are 
at the end of this article.

Walk to the top of High Street and turn left 
down the footpath opposite Back Lane. 



Follow the footpath as it curves down to the left and 
cross the 2 stiles at the bottom of the hill





Head over the field to the stile on the right and cross into Trow Lane.
 Follow the lane until you come to a short wooden boardwalk and stile on 

your right



www.garstonvets.co.uk

Frome  
01373 452225

Trowbridge  
01225 754021

Melksham  
01225 617779

Warminster  
01985 213350

Westbury  
01373 301448

Laser Therapy Treatment sessions are held at our Warminster and Trowbridge surgeries.  
Please contact your usual surgery to make arrangements.

We are offering 10% off Laser Therapy 
treatments during March & April.

Laser therapy
Laser therapy is a non-
invasive treatment using 
specific wavelengths of light 
(red and near-infrared) to 
create therapeutic effects 
which can improve would 
healing time, pain reduction, 
increased circulation and 
decreased swelling.



Cross the stile into the next field and bear left
 following the wire perimiter fence



At some point, climb up the field th the far side until you come to another 
wire fence . Follow the path, keeping the fence to your right.

Admire the view from up here!



INTERIOR
PAINTER & DECORATOR

20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Kaaren Arenka

Mobile: 07707 156 498
Email: kaaren.arenka@gmail.com



Follow the footpath towards the woods ahead and you 
will see a stile. Cross the stile into the wood.



Follow the path to your left and keep following it until......



it becomes a wider track........



don’t forget to admire the view on your left





and enjoy the bluebells along the way



You will eventually come to this slight clearing with a tree in the centre.  
Go to the right of the tree.



Tailored Lettings & 
Property Management

Residential Sales
Mere - 01747 356176

Maiden Bradley - 01985 844972
Andrew & Anne Freeman
Local, Reputable, Honest & Approachable
Free No Obligation Valuations

amuletresidential@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook 

www.onthemarket.com



Follow the track up a slight incline



Admire the beautifully scented azalea you pass on your right



You will eventually come to the road. 
Bear right to return to Maiden Bradley



Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A 
member of the Association of British Insurers. 

INSURANCE THAT’S 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy or make a claim. 

We can help you with a range of insurances, including: 

•  Home 
•  Car 
•  Business 

•  Farm 
•  Equine 
•  Travel 

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in 
NFU Mutual Warminster, Perry Farm, Maiden Bradley, Warminster, Wiltshire 
BA12 7JD 
Tel: 01985 845116 

D-0F78B540 

                  Tel: 01985 845304
59 The Rank
Maiden Bradley
Wiltshire 
BA12 7JF
E: info@greenlifeplumbing.co.uk
www.greenlifeplumbing.co.uk

• Oil and Gas Boiler Installs – Boiler Finance Available
• General Plumbing Works
• Full Central Heating Systems
• Underfloor Heating
• Renewable Installs – Air Source Heat Pumps, Biomass
• 1st and 2nd Fix Plumbing Works – New Build, Extensions
• Bathroom Refurbishment, New Bathroom Projects



If you like, you can return 
to the woods 

through this gateway  on 
your right



Follow the narrow pathway back 
down through the wood



until you reach your original entrance





Article by John Vallins from the Guardian January 23rd 2001

“On a hard, frozen Sunday morning, we kept an appointment in the 
wooded country 600ft above sea-level, where the rivers Stour and Frome 
begin, the Stour to wind south and the Frome north towards the Bristol 
Channel.
The appointment was at Maiden Bradley with the forester who had ini-
tiated that village’s Millennium Walk. Together with its twin project, the 
Milestone Planting scheme, it had won the vote of the village’s millennium 
committee as the best way to mark the year 2000.”



Join us at Visit Hillbrush for an experience you won’t find elsewhere! 
Take a look around our shop, which is full to the brim with all sorts 
of unique gifts, wander around the museum to learn about the 
fascinating history of brushmaking and the company, and relax in the 
restaurant and enjoy great coffee, tasty breakfasts, long lunches or 
fine dining on Friday evenings. 

Steak Night every 1st Friday of the month

Seafood Night every 2nd Friday of the month

Theme Night every 3rd Friday of the month

Chefs Specials every 4th Friday of the month

Monthly Events

Mon-Sat, 8am-6pm.
Sun & Bank Hols, 8am-4pm

Friday Evenings, 6pm-Late

Norwood Park, Mere, Wiltshire, BA12 6FE
visit.hillbrush.com | visit@hillbrush.com | 01747 440077


